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of a foreign body in the bone would be attended by a similar result. He there¬ 
fore instituted some experiments on young dogs, employing Dieffenbach’s ivory 
pegs as having a near resemblance to bony structure. These were followed by 
most favourable results, the effects being in fact just the same as those observed 
in necrosis, viz., an elongation and thickening of the shaft, and a lessening of 
the epiphysis. Moreover, the bone remained undistinguishable in any other 
respect from normal bone, being neither inflamed nor in any way diseased. So 
the matter stands at present, for although Professor Langenbeck believes that 
surgical interference will be advantageously employed in this direction, he has 
not yet resorted to it. He observes, that white a few centimetres shortening is 
of little consequence as regards the upper extremity, it is of serious import in 
the lower, and any reasonable means of removing it or diminishing it should 
be employed. Excision of the joints in children will acquire an additional im¬ 
portance also, if we are enabled by the introduction of one or two of the pegs 
immediately after the operation to prevent the arrest of growth in the limb. 
Subjects suffering from paralysis are favourable for the trial of the means, as 
they will with less difBculty sacrifice the five or six months necessary to be passed 
in quietude to secure the success of the experiment. One of the most import¬ 
ant results of the trials made on dogs is the demonstration of the efficacy of 
extension in elongating bone. The fibula, to which nothing has been done, was 
found to have increased two centimetres as well as the tibia, and yet to have 
undergone no displacement. This was effected by the stretching eflect exerted 
upon it by the tibia, to which it had become united in one bony mass. Of the 
possibility, by suitable extension of increasing the length of shortened bones, 
there can be no doubt, although the determination of the amount of this by 
admeasurement is very difficult.— Berlin Klinische Wochenschrift, June 28. 

S in relation to the above subject a very interesting paper by Drs. Weinlechner 
Schott, which we have not space to notice, will be found in the Jahrbtich 
fur Kinderheilkunde, 1869, heft 3, entitled, “ On Elongation and Shortening of 
Bones after Fractures, Caries and Necrosis and Inflammatiou of the Joints.”] 
— Brit, and For. Med.-Chir. Rev., October, 1869. 


58. Bending of the Radius in an Adult. —Dr. R. FARquHARSON records 
(British Med. Journal, Dec. 4,1869) the following case of this rare occu rrence :— 

“ On the 15th of last October, 1 was watching a football match on Rugby School 
Close, when J. S., aged 18, asked me to look at his right arm, which had been 
injured during the game. On cursory inspection, I could detect nothing far 
wrong ; and, considering his symptoms due to a severe bruise, merely recom¬ 
mended rest and fomentation. Next day, he again presented himself, stating 
his conviction that he had bent his forearm by the accident. Naturally rather 
incredulous, I made a careful examination, and found that he was quite right, 
and that a well-marked distortion really existed. Both bones were affected in 
some degree ; but the chief strain had been experienced by the radius, which 
described a considerable curve, with the convexity inwards. No feeling of cre¬ 
pitus could be detected, nor any trace of irregularity along the margin of the 
bone : and motion, although attended by slight pain, was altogether unaffected. 
The deformity readily yielded to firm manipulation over the knee; but, as it 
speedily returned on the withdrawal of the force, it was necessary to apply an 
anterior and posterior splint. 

“On October 20 th, the splints were removed; but the bend of the radius, though 
decidedly less marked, could still be observed. Reduction, if I may so call it, 
being effected as before, the splints were readjusted. On October 26th, on un¬ 
covering the arm this morning, it was found to have entirely regained its nor¬ 
mal shape ; a slight degree of weakness and stiffness only remaining. Since 
that date, it has rapidly recovered strength, and has never given rise to uneasy 
sensations of any kind.” 

What is remarkable in this case is that no predisposing cause could exist; 
for the patient “ was not only stout and well developed, but of special activity in 
those games which most severely test the frame. We must, therefore, look 
upon the case as one of an exceptional nature, in which rending of a perfectly 
sound bone took place, irrespective of fracture; and the record of such an event 
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may save others from the error, into which I so nearly fell, of overlooking the 
true nature of the injury; for, although the consequences of such an omission 
not be very serious, the resulting deformity, however slight, would sooner 
or later have proved an annoyance, and brought discredit on the medical art. 
It is, therefore, fortunate that the marked way in which my attention was d^rawn 
by the lad to the nature of his lesion prevented my being led astray by the re¬ 
collection of our ordinary surgical principles.” 

59. Foreign Body in the Rectum .- Poli^ack (Kapostar), in Vae. Wien. 
Med. Presse, 1869, No. 8, relates the case of a mendicant, 50 years old, who, 
in consequence of a foolish bet, allowed a champagne flask to be thrust through 
the anus into the rectum, where it was allowed to remain for twenty-six ; 
the patient, in the meantime, lying without proper care, in a stall partly hlled 
with straw, and suffering from the most excruciating pains in the abdomen 
The bottom part of the flask could be felt just within the anus, and its mouth 
could be traced, through the abdominal parietes on the left side, and about the 
breadth of two fingers below the xyphoid process. Dr. P. and several of ms 
colleagues failing, after repeated efforts, to extract the flask by means ot the 
fingers alone, it was suggested that a steel rod, with a lozenge-shaped point, 
be carried up along side the flask, within the anus, and a hole bored through 
the curve formed between the sides and neck of the flask ; through which hole 
a strong hook attached to a suitable handle was passed. By cautious traction 
with the latter the flask was slowly removed. It measured m length , in 
diameter, at its neck, 1" 2"', at its middle 21", and at its bottom Zj . After 
the extraction of the flask the patient soon regained his ordinary health.—beii- 
tralblattf. d. Med. Wissenschaft, May, 1869, No. 25. D. h. t. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

60. Transitory Blindness in Acute Diseases.—Pr. Tolmatschew (Jahrb. f. 

KinderheilK'He.'n Series, 11.), to the few cases previously on record of the 
occurrence of transitory blindness in acute affections, adds the account ot an- 
Other observed by him. In a patient 12 years old, labouring under an attack 
of ileo-typhus, towards the end of tho 4th week, with the return of peiiect con- 
sciousness, it was observed that the patient had become so blind as to be una¬ 
ble to distinguish objects, possessing simply a slight ability to distinguish be¬ 
tween light and darkness. The blindness continued for some seven days alter 
which normal vision was gradually regained, but considerable time elapsed 
before the previous acuteness of vision returned. No mention is made of any 
special treatment having been entered upon in consequence of the blmdimss. 
No ophthalmoscopic examination of the eye appears to have been made. Gera- 
tralblattf. d. Med. Wissenschaften. 1869, No. 24. D. h. O. 

61. Cases of Syphilitic Affection of the Third Nerve producing Mydriasis 
with and without Ptosis.—The cases communicated by Mr. Victor db Meric 
to the surgical section of the British Medical Association at its meeting m J uly 
last, were all clearly traceable to the syphilitic taint; they were five in number, 
and Mr. de M6ric related a sixth, where a syphilitic taint could not be made 
out, but where mercury acted very advantageously. From a smvey ot these 
cases, it became evident that the prognosis is generally favourable, the malady 
being amenable to treatment, which, in these instances, had consisted m the 
administration of mercury or iodide of potassium—according to the stage ot 
the disease—the use of the Calabar bean, and the electric current. Medical 
literature had, from time to time been enriched with cases of this kind ; and 
these, coupled with Mr. de Marie’s cases—the details of which had been care¬ 
fully noted, and the diagnosis accurately laid down—proved that syphilis, 
besides occasionally causing disturbance in other portions of the nervous 



